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It was a festival of
sorts where about
500 children got to
learn about various
folk art forms and also
perform them.
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Great friends
Care for each other
Close friends
Understand each other
True friends
Stay for ever
Births comes only
Death comes only once
{(But)
Friendship has no end.
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Need of Renaissance in Folklore

Folklore art 15 the main
identification of a community. It's vital
entertaining  activities of the people. It
teaches the children the traditional history,
political history, literary history, social
history, people’s history, economical history
and the institutional history,

Performing of this folklore 15 very
helpful to pray the deities and re-formate
their history and get them into practice. The
imporance of this performance is to restore
the traditional values and signs. It also tells
that what ought to be the social behaviour
traditionally.

In SEED, this performance is done
by the SEED kids and it'll imporovize the
self-confidence of the children by
themselves. It also enhances the skill
development, good behaviour and the trial
1o re-lake our declining ans. It's our duty to
enhance our culural values, which are
being ehminated by the trend of fashion
foday.

It remains as a traditional mark of
the society. It's done to maintain and
empower  the physical balance, voice
modulation, individual skills development,
self-confidence and tradibon, This 15 the
only thing, which gives excitemnent o both
the viewers and participants. The main aim
for performing the folklore is the
entertanment and excitement.

Folklore Art means the dance and
the physical movement performances,
which was brought up by our ancestors and
carricd out and followed up by their
followers even still now, It consists of the
following traditional activitics and the
social behaviour and social welfare,

This folklore performance is about
the village deities. Particularly, it is held in
the village festivals. IUs a hope that the gods
and deities will be very happ? if these
festivals are undertaken once in a year
These folklore performance are dome to

make please those gods, They are mostly our
ancestors, In Tamil Nadu, this practice is in
prevalent, These gods are also based on the
Hindu Religion.

These are all only by the impact of the
high-class Hindu people and heritage. But
these gods are not defined for a certain
control and it is very negligible according to
the imagination.

Some arts are the expressions of the
impact and anger towards the society.
Praving process of village people towards
gods may vary from village to village. Some
people say that the willage gods like
kKaruppasamy and Ayyanar are belonged to
Jainism and Buddhism.

Behaviour of each god wall difter
from one another. To ententain these gods
only, the folklore performance are being
performed.

S0, Let's try 1o make a renaissance in
the folklore ars,

(A paper about “Folklore ant™,

presented in the Children Folklore
Conference, which was a part of the Tenth
Annual Day Celebration of SEED)

C.Karpagajothi
_ X1
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Tamizh Folklore Arts

The folklore ans formed naturally and
united with the Nature. It has the place of
feelings and emotions and makes people
entertaining. That art 15 known as the folklore
irt,

The reason for many ans in carly day
was the people’s happiness of the inner soul.
These are the channels for human emotions and
feelings. Mature, Knowledge, deep emaotion,

simplicity and open minded are in these ans
and united with religion and society.
Kummiyattam

It's an important one in Thamizh ans.
Women made a circle around a “Vilakku™,
means lamp and clap their hands artistically
and rythematically. They sing songs like story
based zongs during the performance. Later
these songs became a unique literature, [t gives
a kinds of independent 1o the women. It is an
ancient art performed during festivals and
marriage functions.

Kolattam :

K.olattam is being performed using two
sticks and making sound by the coordination of
cach others. Girls stand in a circle and beat
sticks i front and back, vice versa. Songs of
prajzing god will be sung. Some girls pray God
to bring a handsome bride. They sing and dance
with the sticks rhthematically.

Silambaiiam :

This brave art 15 making sounds with
sticks. It's an art of struggle and defence. An
early writing “Nadasaari® deals with
silambattam, Throwing sticks, aking steps and
throwing sticks fastly are its basic, This tells us
bravery and victory. |t gave a way o prove
bravery of amale,

Kavadivatam

It 15 related with Loed Muruga, the god
of beauty. People used 1o take fasting and 1ake
this Kavadi. Eavadi is & small stick, decorated
with colourful papers, flowers and peacock
feather at the  two ends of Kavadi. The Kavadi

taker plugs with a small metal called, *vel™ the
mauth and wngue. “Kavuthadi™ became Kavadi
which means ted, hanging and taking, We don't
feel the pain, when trekking mountains, This is
taken in many places. The talent of Kavadi takers
was controlled by religion. It was grown up by
interested people. While performing this art, a
skin instrument,  “MNaivandi Melam™ 15 played.
The performer revolves the Kavadi on his
shoulder in front and back,

Initially, Lord Murugan temples are
Iocated i hills and mountains only. 5o, people
have to walk for a bong time to reach the hills, So,
they ke such things, Nowers, fruits and other
things for worship by balancing a stick, Later, it
became Kaavadi, a religious thing and became a
performing ari.

Karagattam ;

It 5 an entertainment art during the
Amman festival, People used to thank Amman
by making pongal by newly harvested grains.
They believe thar, by the grace of Amman they
live without any diseases and difficulties,

Karagattam is performed in all Amman
festivals. Balancing nl'rﬁ:l: Kudam {Pot) on the
hesd s Karagattam, [twas mentioned in Ancient,
classical poem, Silappathikaram as
“Kudakooihu”, Karagam of God is filled by
water, Karagam in professionals is filled with
rice.

Orvilatam

Folklore ars come oul of unity and
expressions of human life. It talks about owr
tradition and custom. Generally Kummi is for
wormen amd ovilkummi i3 for men. Men dressed
beautifully and coloarfully and having a cloth
cover on head “Thalai Pakai™ and kerchiefl in
their hamds while the rhythm changes, their sieps
changes. Mosily myth, epic and historical stories
are used to sing.

Thevaratiam :

This was performed in Madurai by
Kambalathu Mayakkars. They are the owners of
this an becouse of worshipping “Sakkamma
Devi™. Men only should participate in this an.
Men wears shiny coloured clothes on their head
and wear zame kind of dress. “Urnomi™, a skin
instrument will be plaved. Il cheer up the blood
nerves of the participants.

(A paper abowt “Folklore an™, presented in the

children Folklore conference, which was a part
of the Tenth Annual Day Celebration of SEED)

Dr. Evangeline Manoharan

- C_Amunkumar, B.Sc.,
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